
 

 
Norwood Planning Board 566 Washington Street Norwood, Ma. 02062 
781-762-1240 ext. 164 781-278-3033 (fax) phalkiotis@norwoodma.gov  

   

 

PLANNING BOARD MEETING, April 24, 2017 

 

Present:  Ernie Paciorkowski, Chairman 

   Joseph F. Sheehan 

   Debbie Holmwood, Clerk 

   Paul Halkiotis, Town Planner 

 

Absent:  Paul J. Donohue, Vice-Chairman 

   Alfred P. Porro Jr.   

           

7:00 P.M. The Planning Board meeting was called to order by Ernie Paciorkowski, Chairman, 

in Room 12, Norwood Town Hall. Mr. Paciorkowski noted that there were only three 

members of the Planning Board for this meeting and any decision would have to have a 

majority vote. 

 

Mr. Halkiotis went over his status report.  

 

PUBLIC HEARING – Amendment to the Zoning Bylaw to create a new Section 6.2.15 

Electronic Billboards, Matt O’Neil, Logan Communications 

 

Present: John MacLean, 185 Sumner St. 

  Mario Mazzeo, 15 Plymouth Dr. 

  Mike Sheehan, 6 Old Farm Road 

  John Pelrine, 21 Arrowwood St, Methuen 

 

Mr. Paciorkowski opened the public hearing. Mr. Paciorkowski explained that this 

amendment is not being brought forward by the Planning Board, it is not the job of the 

Planning Board to approve or disapprove, the Planning Board will just make a 

recommendation to Town Meeting as to whether they are in favor of the bylaw or not. The 

decision will be decided on the floor of Town Meeting.  

 

Ms. Holmwood read the public hearing notice as it appeared in the Norwood Record on 

March 30, 2017 and April 6, 2017. 
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Mr. Halkiotis stated that the Planning Board received from the Board of Selectmen, a petition 

amendment to the zoning bylaw that would add a new section to the bylaw to allow for 

billboards. The language of the new bylaw would allow up to two billboards on private 

property, up to two billboards on Town property and one existing static billboard converting to 

an electronic billboard. 

 

Mr. O’Neil explained that they had the opportunity to meet with the Board before to discuss 

this notion and now they have the good fortune to go before Town Meeting in May so they are 

here to make a formal presentation.  

 

Mr. Pelrine stated the he will be making a power point presentation but wanted to update the 

Board on what has been happening along the Route One corridor. A couple of digital 

billboards have popped up in Sharon, one in Walpole, one in Mansfield and one in Plainville.  

 

Mr. Pelrine began his presentation showing some proposed locations along Route One for 

digital billboards. Mr. Pelrine told the Board that the Board will have the ability to limit the 

size and distance between these signs. These billboards will not have flashing, scrolling or 

animation, but they will have a dedicated time to the Town of Norwood along with a 

dedicated annual agreement. 

 

Mr. Paciorkowski noted that Walpole approve three, did they break down how many on Rte 

95 and Route One.  Mr. Pelrine didn’t know how they decided in Walpole but Norwood could 

choose how many and where these billboards could be located. Mr. Paciorkowski wanted to 

know how many were in Westwood and Mr. Pelrine said none at this time.  

 

Mr. Paciorkowski said that his own personal comments had to do with visual clutter on Route 

One and the Planning Board has been trying to clean up that area. The article says a billboard 

shall not be located within one foot of the front lot line so the billboard will be right there on 

the line.  Mr. Pelrine said the State allows the signs to be right on the property line but they 

will discuss setbacks.  

 

Ms. Holmwood wanted to know how many companies in the State are doing this. Mr. Pelrine 

said about three dozen and they have been in business for 42 years. Ms. Holmwood is also 

concerned about Route One which she finds mind boggling.  

 

Mr. Sheehan asked how many they were asking for. Mr. Pelrine said that right now they are 

asking for two new billboard signs. 

 

Mr. Paciorkowski asked if anyone from the public had any comments. 

 

John MacLean 185 Sumner Street, wanted to know if the billboards located in Sharon or 

Walpole were near any residents. Mr. Pelrine said that the billboard has to be in commercial 

zone and residents cannot be within 300 ft. of it and this is a State law. Mr. MacLean noted 

that if five billboards are approved, it would really be ten because they are two sided. 

Discussion ensued.   
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Mr. Sheehan, Old Farm Road, President of Norwood Youth Football, showed the Board the 

cost of the youth football program and after seeing this presentation along with other sport 

programs presidents, he is for the electronic billboards. Mr. Sheehan went over a list of 

expenses for the football program and he thinks advertising on the billboard will benefit all the 

youth programs with their fundraising. Mr. Sheehan asked the Board to consider the money 

these billboards could bring to youth sports in Norwood.  

 

Mr. Halkiotis noted that this proposal has benefits for the Town but like most issues that come 

before the Planning Board there are tradeoffs.  The Planning Board was required to hold this 

hearing to get comments from the public and then make a recommendation to the voters at 

Town Meeting as to whether they support this amendment or not.  

 

Mr. Halkiotis explained that there are three sections to the current sign bylaw that would be in 

conflict with the proposed bylaw amendment, so he asked Town Council for this opinion. 

Town Council has sent a letter to the Board dated April 21, 2017 and counsel agrees that there 

are conflicts between the current bylaw and the proposed bylaw and to resolve this issue the 

petitioner could add a sentence to the amendment that says something like any conflicts 

between 6.2 and 6.2.15.5 (the amendment), Section 6.2.15.5 shall be the controlling section of 

the bylaw. 

  

MOTION made by Ms. Holmwood  to close the Public Hearing on the Amendment to the 

Zoning Bylaw to create a new Section 6.2.15 Electronic Billboards, seconded by Mr. Sheehan 

VOTE  3-0 motion passed 

 

MOTION made by Mr. Sheehan not to support or recommend to Town Meeting the 

Amendment to the Zoning Bylaw to create a new Section 6.2.15, Electronic Billboards, 

seconded by Ms. Holmwood 

VOTE  3-0 motion passed 

 

PUBLIC HEARING – Amendment to the Zoning Bylaw to create a new Section 7.7 

Marijuana Establishments Prohibited 

 

Mr. Paciorkowski opened the public hearing.  

 

Ms. Holmwood read the public hearing notice as it appeared in the Norwood Record on April 

6, 2017 and April 13, 2017. 

 

Mr. Halkiotis explained that Town Meeting members will have three articles to vote on 

regarding marijuana. Mr. Halkiotis said there was a public hearing a few weeks ago for a 

bylaw amendment that would establish a moratorium until January 31, 2018 on any 

recreational marijuana establishments. This amendment tonight does not include medical 

marijuana facilities. Tonight’s public hearing is for the Planning Board to recommend at Town 

Meeting a proposed zoning amendment that would establish a prohibition on recreational 
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marijuana establishments in Town.. There will also be a general bylaw amendment that would 

also prohibit marijuana establishments in Norwood.  

 

Mr. Halkiotis noted that the State has yet to formulate its regulations for this industry. The 

ballot question that was approved last November said that communities have the ability to 

draw a line and say not in our Town.     

 

Mr. Halkiotis said that this is a public hearing but no one from the public is here.           

 

MOTION made by Ms. Holmwood to close the public hearing on Amendment to the Zoning 

Bylaw to create a new Section 7.7 Marijuana Establishments Prohibited, seconded by Mr. 

Sheehan 

VOTE 3-0 motion passed 

 

MOTION made by Mr. Sheehan to support and recommend to Town Meeting the 

Amendment to the Zoning Bylaw to create a new Section 7.7 Marijuana Establishments 

Prohibited, seconded by Ms. Holmwood 

VOTE  3-0 motion passed 

 

CON’T PUBLIS HEARING -  Amendment to the Zoning Bylaw, Section 3.1.5(G) Table 

of Use Regulations, to allow Open Lot Storage by Special Permit from the Board of 

Appeals 

 

Mr. Paciorkowski stated that a letter was received from Atty. James Hilliard on behalf of his 

client Peter Cantanese, asking the Board to continue the public hearing until Monday, May 1, 

2017. 

 

MOTION made by Mr. Sheehan to open the public hearing and continue the public hearing 

until May 1, 2017 @ 7:00 P.M., seconded by Ms. Holmwood 

VOTE 3-0 motion passed 

 

CON’T SITE PLAN APPROVAL, Norwood Plaza, 130-150 Nahatan Street, Michael 

Doherty, Gravestar Inc. 

 

Mark Beaudry, Meridian Assoc., explained that at the last meeting there were a few things that 

were outstanding as far as putting them on the plans and they have since provided that 

documentation to the Board. The plans now include a treatment unit with a new catch basin 

and they labeled the easement as requested. A fire hydrant has been added next to the Lenox 

Street curb cut at the Fired Dept.’s request. Mr. Beaudry presented the Board with information 

on the bollards. Ms. Holmwood thought the bollards were ugly and wanted to know why they 

were needed.  

 

Mr. Halkiotis explained that the parking lot is changing and now there are parking spaces head 

on in front of the building that didn’t exist before, so it’s standard practice to protect 

pedestrians and traffic in front of the building. 
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Mr. Doherty said that he is willing to work with the Board on the type of bollards they could 

use but Ms. Holmwood still had problems with them. 

 

Ms. Holmwood asked if the bollards could somehow be softened up. Mr. Doherty said that he 

would be willing to work with the Board to come up with something.  

 

Mr. Beaudry went over the lighting fixtures and the relocation of a four poles. Mr. Sheehan 

asked how tall the light poles are. Mr. Beaudry said 20 ft. which is allowed.  

 

Mr. Beaudry told the Board that the parking spaces in front of the bollards were made larger 

as the Board requested.  They also reduced the head in parking spaces from 29 to 21, so the 

total number of spaces is 449.  

 

Mr. Paciorkowski asked Mr. Halkiotis if he had any concerns for this project. Mr. Halkiotis 

said they have worked with Mr. Ryan and himself to satisfy all their concerns.   

 

Mr. Paciorkowski reviewed the project and noted the only condition for this development was 

to work with the Town Planner on the type of bollards being used.  

 

MOTION made by Mr. Sheehan  to approve the site plans for a development of the existing 

building façade and parking lot improvements for Norwood Plaza, 130-150 Nahatan Street 

with the condition the applicant work with the Planning Department on the type of bollards 

that will be used, seconded by Ms. Holmwood 

VOTE  3-0 motion passed 

 

 

DISCUSSION 

 

1) May 8th Town Meeting Articles- Mr. Halkiotis told the Board that he was currently 

working on the articles for the yellow sheet for Town Meeting. He will also prepare 

power point presentations for the articles.  

 

2) Assistant Town Planner Position – Mr. Halkiotis said that he sent a job description for 

the Assistant Town Planner and requested an N8 classification, the budget requested 

$53,000 for this N8 classification. The Personnel Board determined the job to be an 

N7 and recommended a $50,000 salary. During this process the Budget Balancing 

group, the General Manager, the FinCom and the Town Accountant made a 

recommendation to zero fund the Administrative Assistant position and to go forward 

and include the Assistant Planner position. Mr. Halkiotis recommended that the 

Planning Board appeal the classification for the Assistant Town Planner that the 

Personnel Board had recommended. Discussion ensued. 

 

MOTION made by Mr. Sheehan to recommend that the Planning Board appeal the 

classification from the Personnel Board, seconded by Ms. Holmwood 

VOTE  3-0 motion passed 
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3) The Planning Board endorsed the McDonald’s plans. 

 

MOTION made by Mr. Sheehan to endorse the Special Permit and Site Plan 

Approval for the Redevelopment of McDonalds, 31 Boston Providence Turnpike, 

seconded by Ms. Holmwood 

VOTE  3-0 motion passed 

 

4) The Planning Board discussed the 2013 CDF Grant. They need to decide whether or 

not to go back to the house that had work done as part of the Housing Rehab Program 

and fix the poor quality work. Discussion ensued. Mr. Paciorkowski noted that legally 

the Board is not responsible, the issue is between the home owner and the builder but 

he is of the opinion that they should use some of the left over grant money and help 

the home owner. Mr. Halkiotis went over the steps that need to be taken to use grant 

money. Ms. Holmwood felt that this is between the owner and contractor and she 

agrees with Town Counsel that the Town should not be involved.  

 

The Board asked Mr. Halkiotis to update Town Counsel with the latest information 

and to come up with a dollar amount needed to get this work completed.  

 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

MOTION made by Ms. Holmwood to adjourn, seconded by Mr. Sheehan 

VOTE  3-0 motion passed 

 

 

 

This meeting was filmed by Norwood Public Access.  A copy of the tape is available upon 

request.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


